Imperialism. This will not only affect materially the fortunes of
the war, but will bring all subject and oppressed humanity on
the side of the United Nations, and give these nations, whose
ally India would be, the moral and spiritual leadership of the
world. India in bondage will continue to be the symbol of
British Imperialism and the taint of that Imperialism will affect
the fortunes of all the United Nations.
The peril of today, therefore, necessitates the independence
of India and the ending of British domination. No future promi-
ses or guarantees can affect the present situation or meet that
peril. They cannot produce the needed psychological effect on
the mind of the masses. Only the glow of freedom now can
release that energy and enthusiasm of millions of people which
will immediately transform the nature of the war.
The A. I. C. C. therefore, repeats with all emphasis the
demand for the withdrawal of the British power from India. On
the declaration of India's independence, a provisional govern-
ment will be formed and Free India will become an ally of the
United Nations, sharing with them in the trials and tribulations
of the joint enterprise of the struggle for freedom. The provi-
sional government can only be formed by the co-operation of
the principal parties and groups in the country. It will thus be a
composite government, representative of all important sections
of the people of India. Its primary functions must be to defend
India and resist aggression with all the armed as well as the
non-violent forces at its command, together with the allied
powers, and to promote the wellbeing and progress of the wor-
kers in the fields and factories and elsewhere, to whom essen-
tially all power and authority must belong. The provisional
government will evolve a scheme for a constituent assembly
which will prepare a constitution for the governance of India
acceptable to all sections of the people. This constitution, accord-
ing to the Congress view, should be a federal one, with the
largest measure of autonomy for the federating units, and with
the residuary powers vesting in these units. The future relations
between India and the Allied nations will be adjusted by
representatives of all these free countries conferring together
for their mutual advantage and for their co-operation in the
common task of resisting aggression. Freedom will enable India
to resist aggression effectively with the people's united will and
strength behind it.
The freedom of India must be the symbol of and prelude to
the freecfom of all other Asiatic nations under foreign domina-
tion. Burma, Malaya, Indo-China, the Dutch Indies, Iran and
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